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•m GOLD ALfAE OF THE GmPH tEEASOSE 

Bo ym know tto most iEgportant tr«aau3?e in the Art Mnsetan? Many eaperts 
would say it is the GS^TRDDIS AL1AH •• the anall gold Altar displayed in the ©enter 
of the Museum^s main floor - displayed like a jewel in a special case, and under 
special lighting# Its is^rtance is due partly to its precious materials, hut more 
to its exquisite workmattship and r€m?ity. It is fashioned of gold and decorated with 
numerous gems, filigree work and colorful enamel* 

gold figures around the sides of the Altar represent Christ and six 
of the Apostles on one side, the l&donna and the other six Apostles on the opposite 
side and on the ends • saints and angels# 

The figures, on the faroat of the Altar are standing in an arcade of semi- 
circular Ecaaanesque arches. The arcade is cloisonne of ineredihle design and execution. 
Incidentally, did you know the word cloisonne cooes from the saisB root as cloistered, 
and means fenced in or enclosed? The doisons are nar 3 ?ow gold strips or wires, 
soldered to the metal base serving to separate the colors into compartments* 

In the top of the Altar is tte consecrated stone, a piece of red porphyry, 
0ur3?ounded hy a triple border, with a delicate gold vine twining along the inner and 

outer stripe8» In the middle stripe there is a Ziatin inscription referring to the 

\ 

Countess Gertrude of tlie German house of Guelph in Bruns^rilCk, who in 1040, commissioned 
an unknown goldsmith to make this Altar and other precious objects which she presented 
to Bruaswiok Cathedral, which her family had established. 

Tlie Altar is unique in its glass, the only gold portable altar of German 
workmanship known to exist anywhere in the world today. 
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Xt was made in small, portable form so ibat it cotild be carried about 
to any place '^ere the mass was to be celebrated - as on a battlefield* 

It probably brings more scholars to the Muse^3m from distant places 
than anything else in our collection. Be sure to see it on your next visit to the 
Museum* 
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